
  Curriculum Vitae Katarina Svanberg 
 

 

Address  Department of Clinical Sciences 

  Division of Oncology 

  Skane University Hospital, SE-221 85 Lund, Sweden 

 

  Lund University Medical Laser Centre (LUMLAC) 

  Department of Physics, Atomic Physics Division 

  P.O. Box 118, SE-221 00 Lund Sweden 

 

  Center of Optical and Electromagnetic Research 

  South China Academy of Advanced Optoelectronics 

South China Normal University  

  University City Campus, Guangzhou 510006, China 

  Katarina.Svanberg@med.lu.se 

 

Personal Born December 11, 1944 in Falköping, Sweden. Maiden name 

Ragnarsson. Swedish Citizen. Two daughters: Emilie Krite 

Svanberg, born 1979 and Kristina Svanberg born 1982.  

 

Personal preparation  Göteborg University B.A. and M. Sc. 1964-1970 

 Economy 

 Political science 

 Swedish literature 

 Nordic languages 

 Economic History 

 Geography 

 Oceanography 
  Göteborg University, Teachers College  1970 

Lund University 
Medical School, M.D.    1979-1984 
Registered M.D.   1988 
Medical Doctor, PhD   1989 
Specialization Oncology   1992 
Special teacher´s course in medicine  1993 
Docent/Habilitation Oncology, Associated Prof. 1995 
 

Appointments Highschool teacher, Dean   1970-1979 
Physician    1984-2012 
Chief Consultant   2008-cont.  
Adjunct Professor Oncology  2008 
South China Normal University (SCNU) 
Distinguished Professor, Biophotonics  2011-cont.  
 

 
 
 

mailto:Katarina.Svanberg@med.lu.se


 
Commission 
of trust  Lund University Medical Laser Centre (LUMLAC) 

 Board Member 1991-ongoing 

 Scientific Secretary 1992-2000 

 Director 2000-2012 
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The Innovator Award, Society for Industrial Development, Sweden, 2007  

Fellow of the International Society for Optics and Photonics, SPIE, 2005 
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Scientific achievements  

Katarina Svanberg started her research career by studying laser light interaction with biological 
tissue. Her PhD thesis in Medical Science presented pre-clinical research work within 
experimental photodynamic therapy and tissue spectroscopy. The subsequent research 
activity has focused on clinical application of the pre-clinical achievements. K.S. has been 
active as an invited speaker at more than 200 international scientific conferences. She has 
about 170 peer-reviewed original scientific papers and is the co-author of 20 scientific review 
papers and also book chapters and more than 10 patents and patent applications. Katarina 
Svanberg has combined her clinical activity with research work and thus she has introduced a 
new cancer treatment modality, Photodynamic Therapy, in Oncology at the Lund University 
Hospital. The validation of the new modality was presented after performing two different 
randomized clinical studies at the hospital. She has been a key person in the collaboration in 
between several clinics and departments at the Lund University Hospital in introducing and 
applying laser-induced fluorescence spectroscopy for early tumor detection. K.S. has been 
instrumental in bringing out this clinical research work to several other countries within scientific 
networks, including many countries in Europe, Africa and the US. Her 3rd World activity is also 
manifested through her role as a member of the advisory board of the UNESCO International 
Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP). K.S. is a board member of Lund Laser Centre since 
1993. Since 1991 she is also a board member of Lund University Medical Laser Centre, where 
she now serves as the chair of the Board. K.S. has also been acting as principal investigator 
coordinating a research programme within National Institute of Health, Rockville. She has also 
served as medical coordinator within EU-projects (BRIGHT, BRIGHTER and Photonics4Life) 
for laser application in medicine, in which programme industrial as well as scientific partners 
collaborate. During the years 2005 - 2008 she was appointed as one of the Directors in the 
Board for the International Society for Optics and Photonics, SPIE. SPIE is a learned society 
in Optics, Photonics and Lasers and serves more than 264,000 constituents from 
approximately 166 countries. The number of members exceeds 19 000 members globally. She 
was elected to the SPIE Presidential chain serving as Vice President 2009, President Elect 
2010 and President 2011. She has remained centrally within SPIE as one of the five regular 
members of the European SPIE advisory board until late 2016 as in the Fellows Committee 
also until late 2016. She has also a role in the EU Health sector through her engagement within 
Photonics 21 Platform. In 2015 she was awarded the National Institute of Health Bench-to-
Bedside Pioneer Award with the citation for “Pioneering scientific contributions and visionary 
leadership in creating a vibrant global Biophotonics community and improving the lives of 
patients”. At the conference Optics and Biophotonics in San Diego in August 2017 K.S. was 
awarded the SPIE Gold Medal for her contribution for Biophotonics achievements in 
photodynamic therapy and tissue spectroscopy for cancer treatments and diagnostics. 
Katarina Svanberg has also a record of being involved in starting up companies directly related 
to research she and in particular her collaborator Professor Sune Svanberg have been leading. 
After compulsory retirement from her clinical activity at 67 years of age she was directly 
appointed as Distinguished Professor of Biophotonics at the South China Academy of 
Advanced Optoelectronics, South China Normal University, where she now leads a new group 
of PhD and MSc students together with Sune Svanberg. The activities in China has a more 
than 30 years background including organization of conferences very early supported by SPIE. 
Katarina Svanberg keeps her research activities at Lund University and is continuously active 
within the Lund University Medical Laser Centre, closely related to the Lund Laser Center.  
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